
A l v a  E. Smi.th 
Off ice  of t h e  General Coiinsei 
Federa l E lec t  ion Clomrni ss ion 
999  E S t r e e t ,  NV? 
Mash,ingtorl, 1). C. 20463 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Eopp, C o l i s o n  and 13ostrcin has been r e t a ined  t o  represetit- 
Brown & Wil.liarnson Tobacco Corporat ion,  Lor i . l l a rd  Tobacco Zorri- 
parry ~ P h i l i p  Morris Incorporated., R .  J .  Reynolds Tobacco Com&m;tny 
and United S t a t e s  Tobacco Company (USTC) i n  MUR 4'756. S i n c e  
beins ret.ained, w e  have determirid that the issues a r e  substan--  
t i a l i y  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  a i l  f i v e  corpora t ions  sild a n t i c i p a t e  f i l i n g  
a j o i n t  rssponse. \<e believe t ha t  a 3 a i n t  response w i l l  be t h e  
most e f f i c i e n t  means f o r  the Cioa:mission to decide this fdatter 
Under R e v i e w .  Accordingly,  a s  we discussed on t h e  te lephone on 
J u l y  2 4 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  we r e s p e c t f u l l y  recjuest :hat. the Cornmission g ran t  
uctj.1. A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  to  f i l e  a j o i n t  response on behalf of a1.l 
five corporati.- \JTlEi . 

Each of  t h e  f i v e  corpora t ions  have individual.2y requesked 
and rece ived  ex tens ions  for  the i n i t i a l  response.  United S t a t e s  
Tobacco Corripany received a 20  day ex,censioii a r i i  its response is 
the l a s t  one dse on August 2G,  1948. Therefore, we request t h a t  
the  Commission a:!low t h e  joint xesponm to be f i l e d  on the d a t e  
t h a t  the Comrniss:i.on has already approved for TJSTC. R .  J. 
Reynolds' and Lo-ci l iard '  s responses are presen t ly  due on & i y u s t  
5 ,  1 .938,  and P h i . t i p  Morris '  and B r o w n  & Williamson's a r e  due cln 
August 6 ,  1998. Thank you f o r  your vroinpt a t t e n t i o n  i n  this 
matter. 

S incere ly ,  

dames R .  Mason, III 

cc: l ist  


